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The Bad Word Box

Mike never signed the notes, but it soon became evident that all of them were from
him. He 1.vehemently denied writing or passing out these notes. As a teacher, | had
several choices. | could puthimin2. .1 could send him to the office. I could
3.reprimand him each time a note was discovered. Or, I could take an approach that
allowed Mike to express his feelings in the only way he knew how but without
offending any of his classmates. He was already slowly 4.alienating the few friends he
had left in the classroom.

One day after yet another 5.nasty note was brought to my attention, | asked Mike
to come up to my desk. I sat him on my lap and held him tight. At first he struggled, and
I just held him closer, speaking very softly to him about what a neat little boy | thought
hewasand 6. it seemed to me that he was really worried about something. Does
he want to tell me what it was? His 7. turned into struggling and then fighting

with all his might to free himself from my arms.



Having learned a little bit about holding techniques in my graduate studies, | decided
thiswasacase 8. perhaps I should hold Mike through his anger. So | held on gently
but tight. After several minutes, he did stop fighting and begin sobbing, nuzzling himself
into my arms like a new puppy who wants to be held and loved. He never did tell me what
was bothering him, but he did admit to send the notes.

The next day I gave Mike a box with a silt cut in the top. I told him it was Mike’s Bad
Word Box. | told him that he could write as many bad notes as he wanted throughout each
day as long as he put them in his special box. No one else in the classroom could put
anything in it. The box was for him only as long as he put all the bad words that he wrote
down in the box and nowhere else. If | found that he 9. this rule and giving someone
else a note with the bad words on it, the box was no longer his.

Mike filled the box daily with notes filled with angry messages and horrible
language. ...... Shortly thereafter, the number of notes in the bad word box 10.diminished.

Slowly, they became fewer and fewer until there were no more bad words put into the box

at all.

1. (A)violently (B) insistently (C) defensively (D) strongly
__ 2. (A)time off (B) time scale (C) time out (D) time share
3. (A)scorn (B) scold (C) scorch (D) punish
___ 4. (A)warning (B) alleging (C) allying (D) separating
__ 5. (A)uninteresting (B) harmful (C) nagging (D) unpleasant
6. (A)how (B) what (C) which (D) that
___7.(A)squirming (B) squinting (C) squirting (D) squishing
8. (A)when (B) which (C) where (D) what

9. (A)has violated
__10. (A) disappeared

(B) had violated
(B) decreased

(C) was violated
(C) deflated

(D) is violating
(D) degenerated
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