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Questions 1-5 refer to the following passage:

We are used to thinking of the indoor environment as a safe haven from the evils of air
pollution. During “smog alerts” people are generally advised to stay indoors. Yet modern scientific
research indicates that the indoor environment may be as much as ten times more polluted than the
outdoor environment. In the early 1950s Dr. T. G. Randolph became one of the first medical
doctors to associate indoor air pollution with allergies and other chronic illnesses. The US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) currently ranks indoor air pollution as one of the top five
threats to public health. Yet millions of people fail to realize the serious nature of the problem, or
even worse, fail to recognize that there is a problem. Today, people living in industrialized
societies spend as much as 90 percent of their lives indoors. Increased exposure to indoor air
pollutants in the community directly correlates to an increase in the number and severity of allergic
reactions.

Which of the following expressions is closest in meaning to the word “evils” as it
is used in the first sentence?

(A) bad effects

(B) immorality

(C) criminal behavior

(D) accidents

Which word best expresses the tone of the passage?
(A) prophetic

D 2 | (B) radical

(C) disinterested

(D) concerned

Which of the following statements cannot be inferred from the passage?
(A) Indoor environments are still polluted.

C 3 | (B) Indoor air pollution can cause health risks.

(C) Indoor air pollution is worse than it used to be.

(D) Increased exposure to indoor air pollution is linked to industrialization.

The phrase “fail to realize,” underlined in the fifth sentence, means:
(A) can’t understand

A 4 | (B) refuse to be educated

(C) resist change

(D) stop too soon

What is the main purpose of the passage?
(A) to entertain

B 5 | (B)toinform

(C) to persuade

(D) to criticize

Questions 6-10 refer to the following passage:

The mystery and attraction that China holds for the West, partly inspired by its distance and
vast size, has been magnified by this continuity with the distant past. The Egyptian and
Mesopotamian civilizations were earlier, the Roman empire covered as large an area, but we see
these periods through a telescope across the ages. We have no first-hand experience of their ways
of thought and daily habits. In China, however, not only was the emperor still ruling within living
memory, but Chinese beliefs and customs had survived from the dawn of the imperial period.
Government and general conduct were based on teachings of Confucius (c. 551-c. 479 BC), a
contemporary of the Greek statesman Pericles (c. 490-c. 429 BC); the fundamental aspects of the
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Chinese imperial administration system evolved at the same time of the Roman empire.

The author implies that the Western perception of China is characterized by
(A) disinterest

(B) appeal

(C) apprehension

(D) uncertainty

What relation is not suggested between Confucius and Pericles?
(A) They both were public figures.

(B) They both lived about the same time.

(C) They both impacted government policy.

(D) They both influenced standards of social conduct.

The phrase “through a telescope,” underlined in the second sentence, is closest in
meaning to

(A) from a great distance

(B) influenced by technology

(C) with familiarity

(D) from a Western viewpoint

In the passage, a key difference between the Roman and Chinese Empires is
(A) the size of the empires

(B) their success at governmental organization

(C) their antiquity

(D) their longevity

The author’s general attitude towards Chinese imperial history is
(A) skeptical

(B) condescending

(C) engaged

(D) ambivalent
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